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Agenda
Background of the ACRL’s Visual Literacy Competency 
Standards for Higher Education (a.k.a. Visual Literacy Standards)

Tricky concepts

Instructional Shift - examples of how panelists have incorporated 
proposed ideas and changes into their own instruction

Questions?

Next steps for the project

Q1-What disciplines do/will you work with for Visual Literacy? 

Direct poll link

Assorted books on wooden table, by Sharon 
McCutcheon on Unsplash.com.
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Background

○ Existing Viz Lit standards (2011)/Why is it 
time for a review/revision?

○ The Image Resources Interest Group 
(IRIG) of ACRL convened a task force to 
update the 2011 ACRL Visual Literacy 
Competency Standards and Guidelines for 
Higher Education in February 2018.

Q2-How often do you consult the 2011 ACRL Vis. Lit. Standards? 

An artistic depiction of rhinoceros, Chauvet 
Cave

Woman wearing VR headset by JESHOOTS.COM 
on Unsplash.com
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Communication Strategies

Screenshot of Visual Literacy task force Google Drive Screenshot of Visual Literacy task force Trello board

Screenshot of Visual Literacy task force mind map in 
Mindmup

Screenshot of Visual Literacy task force website in 
Wordpress
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Tricky Concept #1: Terminology-
“Visual Literacy” 

Snippet of Trello Board
Literacies Landscape by Sara Schumacher 
created in draw.io

Q3-Do you have a definition for Visual Literacy? 
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Tricky Concept #1: Terminology-> 

KEEP 2011 Visual Literacy 
Definition (with additions) 

OR

CREATE ANEW (weaving in 
the concepts)

Visual Literacy Definition Categories by 
Sara Schumacher 
created in draw.io

Q4-What term for "visual" in Visual Literacy do you prefer? 
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Tricky Concept #1: Terminology-> 

can be broadly defined as modes for 
communicating or storing information in 
predominantly visual formats.

In the context of traditional and fine arts 
production…

In the contemporary global context...

GENERAL DEFINITION 

CONTEXT #1

CONTEXT #2

Visual media 
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Tricky Concept #2: Extending into the Frames  

Starting with the original visual 
literacy standards:

● What needs clarifying?
● What needs further 

development?
● Is this relevant?
● How does this relate to the 

Framework?

“Maze Starts Here” by Michael Coghlan (CC BY-SA 2.0)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/mikecogh/11300349426
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Screenshot of 
Trello board 
used by the 
group
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First drafts: Putting the pieces together

Shifting the competency standards into the framework’s threshold concepts.

Performance Indicator 1d: Identifies key concepts and terms that describe the needed visual material

Searching as Strategic Exploration
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Second drafts

Common template, modeled after the ACRL Framework

[Frame]
[Narrative overview/context discussing how the frame applies to visual literacy.  Roughly one paragraph.]

Knowledge Practices
Learners who are developing their visual literacy abilities

● [Knowledge practice 1]
● [Knowledge practice etc.]

Dispositions
Learners who are developing their visual literacy abilities

● [Disposition 1]
● [Disposition etc.]



http://etc.ch/oYpi

The Evolution of a Standard
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Challenges:

● Overlapping/orphan standards
● Newly identified areas

○ Social media
○ Open access
○ Disinformation
○ New visual media types
○ Accessibility
○ Metadata
○ Gender/cultural issues
○ Etc.!

“Math Lady/Confused Lady- Chihuahua, from KnowYourMeme

Q5-Which new areas do you think are most important to cover?

https://knowyourmeme.com/photos/1326830-math-lady-confused-lady
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Tricky Concept #3: Thinking outside the Arts
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Tricky Concept #4: Conceptual vs. Empirical

*The latest iteration of the Framework for Information Literacy 
in Higher Education is highly conceptual and the new Visual 
Literacy Standards must reflect the theoretical nature of the 
framework, using a more critical lens. 

Q6-Which methods have you used to assess Visual Literacy? 

Meret Oppenheim. Object. Paris, 1936.

Aynsley Dogwood Teacup Set by 
TheOrangeOne. Flickr CC

*However, when creating this new 
document, we must consider both the 
ACRL and ALA community as well as 
such outside stakeholders as the IVLA, 
mentioned previously. 

“Visual Literacy” vs. 
“Critical Visual 

Literacy” 

(that is the 
question…)

https://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/
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Instruction Shift: Visual Authority - Sara

Slide from Sara Schumacher’s instruction session for Design, Environment & Society (ARCH 1311) Fall 2018 

Frame: Authority is Constructed and Contextual
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Instruction Shift: Disciplinary Ethics - Sara

Slides from Sara Schumacher’s instruction session for 
Architectural Design VI (ARCH 3602) Spring 2019 

Frame: Authority is Constructed and Contextual & Information Has Value
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Instruction Shift: Critical Process - Katie

Frame: Information Creation as a Process

Information in any format is produced to convey a message and is shared via a selected delivery method. The iterative 
processes of researching, creating, revising, and disseminating information vary, and the resulting product reflects these 
differences.

Subversion in art: What is the message and how do the choices the artist made in the creation process convey that 
message?

Faith Ringgold Andres Serrano Marcel Duchamp
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Instruction Shift: Broader Conversations - Mary 

Frame: Information 
Creation as a 
Process

“I want the viewer to 
see only the person.  It 
is a purely visual story 
with each face its own 
personal narrative.” 
-Erik Castro

Installation photograph from HARVESTER Promotional poster from 
HARVESTER
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Instruction Shift: Broader Conversations - Mary 

Frame: Scholarship as a conversation

Instead of seeking discrete answers to 
complex problems, experts understand 
that a given issue may be characterized 
by several competing perspectives as part 
of an ongoing conversation in which 
information users and creators come 
together and negotiate meaning.

Promotional postcard from Reflections: After the Fire
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Instruction Shift: Community Advocacy - Millie

● Advocating for visual literacy instruction workshops 
on such important topics as cultural appropriation is 
crucial to societal growth and understanding.

FRAME: Scholarship as Conversation
STANDARD: The visually literate student interprets 
and analyzes the meanings of  a images and visual 
media.

Ieshia Evans protesting in Baton Rouge in 2016. Credit 
Jonathan Bachman/Reuters

Image from Pepsi ad posted on YouTube. Credit Pepsi Global, via 
YouTube
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Instructional Shift: Community Advocacy - Millie

“A picture is worth a thousand 
words.”

● Mexican license plate, screw 

driver, poor neighborhood?

● Hiding from police, thief, or 

construction worker?

● Metaphor for trying not to 

drown amid a fraught political 

situation.

Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, September 26, 2012. (Photo by Rodrigo Abd/AP Photo)
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Questions & Discussion

Polling Results

Q1: What disciplines do/will you work with for Visual Literacy?

Q2: How often do you consult the 2011 ACRL Visual Literacy Standards?

Q3: Do you have a definition for Visual Literacy?

Q4: What term for “visual” in Visual Literacy do you prefer?

Q5: Which new areas do you think are most important to cover?

Q6:Which methods have you used to assess Visual Literacy?

Q7: How would you like to engage with the Vis Lit Task Force?

Q7-How would you like to engage with the Vis Lit Task Force?

#acrlvislit

https://directpoll.com/r?XDbzPBdJ2bAX0ZEdb2bAU11M75WBoNpKt5sKi8ZHh9
https://directpoll.com/r?XDbzPBdJ3cBY1aFec3cBV22N86XCpOqLu6tLj9aIiA
https://directpoll.com/r?XDbzPBdJ4dCZ2bGfd4dCW33O97YDqPrMv7uMkAbJjB
https://directpoll.com/r?XDbzPBdJ5eDa3cHge5eDX44PA8ZErQsNw8vNlBcKkC
https://directpoll.com/r?XDbzPBdJ6fEb4dIhf6fEY55QB9aFsRtOx9wOmCdLlD
https://directpoll.com/r?XDbzPBdJ7gFc5eJig7gFZ66RCAbGtSuPyAxPnDeMmE
https://directpoll.com/r?XDbzPBdbGV6OEgy2h2pBTgmgkrkC2HfKkJzPaEhGo
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23acrlvislit&src=typd
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Surveying our Next Steps

○ Avenues for Feedback & Communication

■ Website: https://acrlvisualliteracystandards2018.wordpress.com/

○ Reach out to stakeholders

■ ALA and ACRL sections

■ Specialized library associations (VRA, AALL, ARLIS/NA…)

■ International Visual Literacy Association (IVLA)

○ Recruit an advisory board

○ Finish draft based on feedback

○ Submit to IRIG
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Thank you!
References
https://acrlvisualliteracystandards2018.wordpress.com/resources/selected-bibliography/

Feedback
https://acrlvisualliteracystandards2018.wordpress.com/feedback/


