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“ Humans perceive the world through various senses—the 
sense of sight in particular—and use this information to 
understand what is being experienced. The creation of visual 
images allows us to communicate our feelings and ideas 
across time and space, develop relationships with one 
another, and document our everyday experiences. The visual 
images encountered every day play an important role in how 
we make sense of the world and how we see ourselves.

- Frank Serafini, “Visual Literacy,” Oxford Research 
Encyclopedia, Education, 2017
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● The current ACRL Visual Literacy Task Force  
convened in 2018 to update the 2011 ACRL Visual 

Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education & 
align them with the 2016 ACRL Framework for 

Information Literacy for Higher Education

● Updated bibliography:
○ https://www.zotero.org/groups/2264485/acrl_v

isual_literacy_taskforce/items
● Two internal drafts complete
● Feedback/input gathering/website

○ https://acrlvisualliteracystandards2018.wordpr
ess.com/feedback/

○ Presentations to stakeholders 

Recap of Past Progress

http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/visualliteracy
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/visualliteracy
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework
https://www.zotero.org/groups/2264485/acrl_visual_literacy_taskforce/items
https://www.zotero.org/groups/2264485/acrl_visual_literacy_taskforce/items
https://acrlvisualliteracystandards2018.wordpress.com/feedback/
https://acrlvisualliteracystandards2018.wordpress.com/feedback/


Visual Literacy Array 
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ACRL Framework for Information Literacy
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Q 1: How do you define visual 
literacy?



Empirical Research 

Broaden perspectives through interviewing a range of experts, 
because, since 2011: 

● Technological changes 
● Accessibility
● DEISJ
● Disinformation campaigns
● The definition problem of visual literacy continues 
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Who we Identified and Contacted
● Identification:

○ Bibliography of Visual Literacy  (over 400 items) 
https://www.zotero.org/groups/2264485/acrl_visual_literacy_taskforce/i
tems

○ Stakeholder organizations (ACRL sections and Interest groups, VRA, 
ARLIS/NA, IVLA, AASL, MLA, SLA…) 

● By the Numbers:

○ 127 people contacted
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Where do they live?
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Current Status
Agreed to participate 65 51%

Answered initial email 
interview, as well as follow-up 
questions (subject to qualitative 
thematic coding)

43 34%

Completed initial email 
interview only (subject to 
textual analysis)

19 15%

Survey 
Response Rate

12.5% of those 
who responded 
were librarians 
with a 
specialization in 
Architecture 
and/or Planning

12



Timeline

● Qualitative analysis: iterative inductive coding to identify emergent themes

● Textual analysis for those interviews with insufficient data 

● Stay tuned for a virtual panel presentation @ ARLIS/NA 2020

● ACRL Instruction Section Teaching Methods Virtual Forum, May 1, 2020

● Summer 2020, complete analysis 

● Paper presentation, ACRL 2021, April 14-17, 2021
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Q 2: Please give one example 
describing how you have used 

visual literacy



ARLIS/NA, Information Competencies, 
Architecture (June 2018)



Background 
Art, Architecture, and Design Information Competencies report published in June 2018 to update the 2007 
ARLIS/NA Information Competencies for Students in Design Disciplines: 
https://www.arlisna.org/images/researchreports/informationcomp.pdf

● Written and compiled by Jeanne Brown, Jane Carlin, Thomas Caswell, Edith Crowe, Maya Gervits, Susan 
Lewis, Alan Michelson, Barbara Opar, and Jennifer Parker

The 2018 Information Competencies were co-authored and edited by members of the Research and Information 
Services Section of ARLIS/NA, who revisit and edit the Competencies annually depending on ARLIS/NA member 
interest: https://www.arlisna.org/images/researchreports/ARLISNA_artarchdesigninfocomp_2018.pdf

● Introduction: Jane Carlin 
● Essential Questions: Amanda Meeks 
● Architectural History: Alan Michelson
● Architecture: James Sobczak 
● Art History & Subcommittee Lead: Shannon Marie Robinson
● Fashion Design: Alyssa Vincent 
● Studio Art: Linden How
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https://www.arlisna.org/images/researchreports/informationcomp.pdf
https://www.arlisna.org/images/researchreports/ARLISNA_artarchdesigninfocomp_2018.pdf


ARLIS/NA, Information Competencies, 
Urban & Regional Planning (June 2019)



Background
The 2019 Information Competencies were co-authored and edited by members of the Research and 
Information Services Section of ARLIS/NA: 
https://www.arlisna.org/images/researchreports/ARLISNA_Report_ArtArchDesignInfoComp2019.pdf

● Urban and Regional Planning: Stephanie Beene
● Photography: Larissa Garcia
● Graphic Design: Stefanie Hilles
● Interior Design: Amanda Meeks 
● Compiled by: Alyssa Vincent and Linden How, RISS Co-Moderators
● Edited by: Roger Lawson 

Reviewed 2018’s competencies

Aligned with ACRL Visual Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education and the ACRL Framework for 
Information Literacy for Higher Education

Surveyed accreditation standards and stated learning objectives of major U.S. programs and schools 

Discussed competencies with discipline-specific instructors 
18

https://www.arlisna.org/images/researchreports/ARLISNA_Report_ArtArchDesignInfoComp2019.pdf
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Q 3: Have you used the ARLIS/NA 
Information Competencies? If yes, 

how? 



National Architecture Accreditation Board, 
2020 Student Criteria
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Graph illustrating the NAAB Realm A, Critical 
Thinking & Representation, along the top row, 
mapped to the Framework, along the 
right-hand column, and the Visual Literacy 
Standards, along the left-hand column. x = 
concepts in the Framework and y = standards 
in the Visual Literacy Standards (Stephanie 
Beene, 2017). The numbers in parentheses at 
the end of each Visual Literacy Standard 
indicates the number, 1-7, of the Standard. 
Where I can, I have tried to map it to the 
threshold concept within the disciplinary lens 
of architecture, recognizing that it is not a 1:1 
mapping, and that the process is always 
iterative and fluid.

When Research Does Not Start with a Question: Teaching with the Framework and Visual Literacy Standards within Art 
and Architecture Librarianship
Stephanie Beene and Shannon Marie Robinson
Art Documentation: Journal of the Art Libraries Society of North America 2017 36:2, 254-280, https://doi=10.1086/694243

https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/694243
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/694243
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1086/694243
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Mapping the Framework for Information Literacy 
for Higher Education (light gray) and the Visual 
Literacy Competencies Standards for Higher 
Education (dark gray) to the NAAB Standards, 
Realms A, B, C, and D.

When Research Does Not Start with a Question: Teaching with the Framework and Visual Literacy Standards within Art 
and Architecture Librarianship
Stephanie Beene and Shannon Marie Robinson
Art Documentation: Journal of the Art Libraries Society of North America 2017 36:2, 254-280, https://doi=10.1086/694243

https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/694243
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/694243
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1086/694243


23

Placing Research on 
Their Map: 
Curriculum 
Mapping as a 
Collaboration Tool 
for an Architecture 
Branch Library
Bonnie Reed, Hillary 
B. Veeder, Sara 
Schumacher, and 
Brian C. R. Zugay
Art Documentation: 
Journal of the Art 
Libraries Society of 
North America 2018 
37:2, 176-191, 
https://doi.org/10.108
6/700012

https://doi.org/10.1086/700012
https://doi.org/10.1086/700012
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Placing Research on Their 
Map: Curriculum Mapping 
as a Collaboration Tool for an 
Architecture Branch Library
Bonnie Reed, Hillary B. 
Veeder, Sara Schumacher, 
and Brian C. R. Zugay
Art Documentation: Journal of 
the Art Libraries Society of 
North America 2018 37:2, 
176-191, 
https://doi.org/10.1086/70001
2
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Placing Research on 
Their Map: Curriculum 
Mapping as a 
Collaboration Tool for 
an Architecture Branch 
Library
Bonnie Reed, Hillary B. 
Veeder, Sara 
Schumacher, and Brian 
C. R. Zugay
Art Documentation: 
Journal of the Art 
Libraries Society of North 
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Placing Research on 
Their Map: Curriculum 
Mapping as a 
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Veeder, Sara 
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Art Documentation: 
Journal of the Art 
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Charting a way forward



● Visual Literacy Task Force Bibliography: 
https://www.zotero.org/groups/2264485/acrl_visual_literacy_taskforce/items

● This literature was systematically reviewed for an article in production by Dana S. Thompson  & 
Stephanie Beene in the Journal of Visual Literacy 

● The International Visual Literacy Association’s Recommended Reads in Visual Literacy: 
https://visualliteracytoday.org/category/recommended-reads/

● Amanda Meeks’ Mapping between IL, VL, and the Framework: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w3AX1-XRYBla6gxxoTFSoLY9cp3pr4yD85ON0-qlq34/edit

● Frank Serafini, “Visual Literacy,” http://frankserafini.com/publications/serafini-oxford-vis-lit.pdf

● An enormous amount of thoughtful work being done on Critical Information Literacy and Critical 
Visual Literacy
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On the shoulders of giants...

https://www.zotero.org/groups/2264485/acrl_visual_literacy_taskforce/items
https://visualliteracytoday.org/category/recommended-reads/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w3AX1-XRYBla6gxxoTFSoLY9cp3pr4yD85ON0-qlq34/edit
http://frankserafini.com/publications/serafini-oxford-vis-lit.pdf
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Comments? Questions? Feedback? 
Projects? Send them to us!

We want to hear from you! 

https://acrlvisualliteracystandards2018.wordpress.com/feed
back/

https://acrlvisualliteracystandards2018.wordpress.com/feedback/
https://acrlvisualliteracystandards2018.wordpress.com/feedback/
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Thanks!
You can reach me at sbeene@unm.edu
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Credits
Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:

● Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
● Photographs by Unsplash

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/
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